aof the archipelago, IF vou lollow Leslie
Srreel south. the street turns indo a hik
img and bikimg rail. providing anodher
Wy B0 Acoess [he park. The park s Doands
tor @ very dense and still groswing popas
latbon of cormorants. and several great
blue heron were also sponed inthe park
last wear. In the ponds o the east, viol
can get a glimpse into the Lnds his
I |-"l_' ||~|1 .:'\-||:|q,||'!'.5.'_-. .\,1I'||_‘| |.\.'Ii||I'||I1'H.
than line parts of the shaore. [T vou enjoy
watching birds, there are two ralis sl

up for nesting terms, You should watch
theeim  through  bineculars,  however
The terms at this location are bess famll-
iar with kayaks, and are very curious
The naesi
g |l|.’|l.|l=-|r||*~ should moa be disturbed or
approached. I the tems lecl threatened,
theey will il and chive
down. A respectful minimom observa-
tion distance of 2% feer (68 meters) wil

ensure the codony is not disquarbed.

abkoni the visitors to the area

directly al you

I the archipelago 5 vour destination,
Hanlan™ Point, Wards Islnd and Center
Island are the maore active slands: how

ever, some of the smaller islands, such

__—_

A KT

Lafnihing at Snaks

as Snake lland, are much more infer
and vouw'll find meore intimate
places such as the wnolfdally mamed
“Dowgehnot Hoede™ and “Trout Pond ™ tha
are cily aocessible ina Kavak, Dense and

cSng

escape life on land. N
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colorful water lilies bloom from July 1o
September in the Doughnu Haole, and
_'|i|i'|n:_|!_l|'| ther Trout Pond is o longer
husme 1o troant, the arca is very rich with
wreen trees and olbers a space away irom
micdcerized sais

Wards Island is the casternmast sland
in the archipelage. With a deparure
from the nautical center. Wards 15 1.5
nautical miles. and there are many aGp-
IIII||I_||'|||_||_"H. 10T ||.'l|_‘||_| iI'l:._' |‘||_'|'||_I1|.|I:'.!,'_ 11[1
skill bevel and condiniomns.

Beginners mayv wanl 1o paddle down
Lnnge g
Wards Island.
tected waters rich in greenery and wild-

ARCHET OPRCTIIERE  JLI%E sl qal

which oflers scenic. pro-
life, You ¢an paddle for more than five
mautEcal miiles in and arownd most ol the
islands. You'll travel down o Long Pond
lagoom amd finish in Blockhouse Bay,
thee channel beside Mugg's Island. Froom
here. you can reenter the inmer harbos
andl relures Lo ihe Q.

Snake Bland has o marked camip-
sives, Toocamps theere, vou“ll meed 8 [eeTImaL
that vou can obiain from the city, The
city will deliver firewood, and you can
alsor peduest a portalbele oaket il your group
is laree. There is a sowrce of Iresh wa-
wer, and casy landing sites are available
The view [rom Campsie o |lr'-=l'-l-.|l.'*~ |
new perspective on the cty skyline, amd
campsite two on the south side is quiet
and prodected. Alhough vou can still see

dlua s=iin rrqme aw By
R ian S inY. BLIAE @ Lol i

ardd smacks jusi like any oiher
trip, as this island has tvo resident Bea-
viers, Nal all of the islands are isolated,

Gaeal b Bercn ab the Dind sanciuan

so minland-dyelling foxes and skunks
cross over looking ler an gasy meal now
and again.

Within the lagoons directly sowth of
Muoge's Island is a bird sancuoary, w hich
is a must for anveng wanting 1o alserse
soambe wildlife. Two barksstripped trees
meark el cntrance to the peaceiul groug
aof mlands where black cormorants have
taken owver the termtory. The water is
quite shallow amd gives kavakers a close
ok at the resident schood of large carp
and the occasional large snapqring turle.
Falmred turtles bask in thee sum alomg the
Lallen logs while night heron hide in the
shade of the trecs

Im 200, we saw the return of greal
blue heroms. birds that are leaming
ter dhal with the presence of the cor
maranis, in ihe Al
thiroughowut the lagoans, vou may also
efcounter orange-beaked muote swans
ar Mack-beaked trumpeter swans, When
paddling in the spring. il's imperative o
'|.;q_-|_-|'| vour distance and naot disturb any
nesting birds. The swans can be quite ag-
sressive and have been known 1o chase
kavaks or canoes that gel too chose.

On a nice day when vou might wan
o play on a sandy beach. you can pad-
dle oot the eastern gap 1o the back shde
of Warde Icland where there i a ol
beach, equipped with an emergency so
lar phone and occasionally supervised
by a libeguward, In the trees onm 1he west
side of ihie beach is a woosden boardwalk,
which can lead you to the Rectory Calé
For that calleine lix or a Sunday brundh.
I ovon're 3 more imermediate-level or
distance-locused paddler. you can con-
tiniue past the soasth side of Wards Island
and travel into the outer harbor You
can paddle around the drcumierence of
the islands and emer the inner harbor
through the Wedlern Gap. The route is
sale with Frequent beaches oF rest stops
ar puillowts i reguined,

bird  sanciunary



